
	
	
	

	Gathering
	Music => OM Chanting (Om Dhyana)
Soft at first, louder when bell rings ..
Parents are in pandal
	< Walking around the hall, Usha rings a bell to gather everyone together and sit down >
< other ushers to encourage everyone to sit >

< parents light the four kuthuvilakkus >


	Welcome
	Parents standing in pandal

Music stops for talking
	Anand: A big welcome to everyone who has gathered here to bless Soumya and Raghuvir, on their wedding day.
To start, we will all chant “Om” three times …
Close your eyes
Take a deep breath in…
And now … 
< All chant Om - 3 times >
Anand: Vanakkam, vaango, vaango
Poonam: < in Punjabi >
Indrani: < in Bengali >
Shailan: < in Marathi >
Anand: 
A wedding is always special. For us it is very important that you the audience participate and intensify the positive energy and vibrations with your heart and soul – so please do respond every time we invite you into the ceremony















	Arrival, meeting
	Parents move to the four corners of the pandal…
Music plays (thani avarthanam with drums) … soft at first, louder as bride/ groom walk in, loud when they reach the pandal
 
Soft again 
 
Music is silent when people do OM … and after that ….
	< Renu and Puchu hold up cloth >
To start, Soumya will be accompanied by her brothers, and Raghuvir by his mamaji. They will enter from different directions. A cloth will separate them till they reach the pandal.
Once they reach, the cloth goes away, they exchange garlands, and the ceremonies will begin….
< accompaniers bring children into the hall >
< when they reach the Mantapa, the cloth is lowered >
< Soumya and Raghuvir exchange garlands 
< they continue to wear the garlands right through >
< all continue standing in one line, with folded hands >
Let us all welcome the children with an ‘Om’
A deep breath … and now …
< everybody chants Om once >

Raghuvir and Soumya - we (your parents) will perform the wedding ourselves – combining the ancient with the modern, tradition with contemporary relevance, the sacred with the here-and-now. We hope it will be an experience that touches you both deeply – as individuals and of course as a couple.
We will start with a hongi

	Hongi, greeting
	Imagine guitar (soft to silent when Hongi speech ...)

Hongi speech when Poonam cues
Hongi speech on mp3

Re-start imagine guitar … 
Soft music plays while people do hongis

	Poonam: Many of you may have heard of the traditional Maori greeting of New Zealand – the hongi.
Hongi is done by pressing together one's nose and forehead with the other person’s nose and forehead. The Maori believe that the two people exchange the breath of life, share their souls.
Do listen to a Maori elder talking about their culture, and the philosophy behind the Hongi …
< play the hongi speech >
Soumya and Raghuvir  - we believe this is a really lovely way for you both to greet each other at the start of your life together as a couple – a reminder that we are all connected, we are all One.
And as they do the hongi – we invite all of you to get connected too … please find someone close to you, and do a hongi …
Soumya, Raghuvir – please do a hongi now?
< Soumya and Raghuvir do a hongi >
< Parents, and audience too >




	The four elements
	Music plays (tandanu - Indian Ocean and Shankar Mahadevan)
	Anand:
Thank you! We hope you feel more 'connected' :-)
< people stop the hongi >
For the next step in the ceremony the pandal will now be set up by our pandal crew ….
< pandal crew to set up >
< Arvind, Varun, Gautam, Pankaj >
 
< all sit down >
It is now time to invoke the four elemental spirits – Earth, Water, Air and Fire - to witness and bless the marriage between these two lovely children.
Shailan will start, with Earth …

	Earth
	Tandanu continues softly as Shailan speaks his first piece

As they are planting, The Garden Song is played … fade to soft and silence as they finish
	After many years as a designer and photographer, I now aspire to work the land and connect with the earth. Recently, I spent some time doing just that and the experience touched me deeply.
For me the earth symbolizes prosperity, fertility, stability, groundedness, sustenance, creativity, nourishment, solidity, security, permanence, intuition, introspection and wisdom.
Om Vasundharaya Vidhmahe
Bhutadhatraya Dhimahi
Thanno Bhumih Prachodayat
Om. Let us meditate on Bhumi Devi,
The One who provides all,
Bless us with abundance.
Over the years I have nurtured many plants and trees and this connect with the earth has brought me tremendous joy and peace.
And this is the joy that I want you both - Soumya and Raghuvir - to experience and share and so I would like to ask you to plant this sapling. 
< Sapling and pot is brought … children plant the sapling >
Just as the earth will nourish this sapling and help it grow, please join me in praying that it will also nourish and grow the love and bond between Soumya and Raghuvir and keep the joy alive for as long as they walk upon this Earth.




	Water
	Water Bells music … volume is low soft… continues playing softly while Indrani speaks …
(only on mp3!)
	Anand:
The second element we will invoke is water. Indrani will lead this invocation …
 
Indrani
I would like to begin with a quote from Margaret Atwood.
"Water does not resist…
Water flows.
When you plunge your hand into it,
all you feel is a caress.
Water is not a solid wall, it will not stop you.
But water always goes where it wants to go.

Remember that, my children.
Remember you are half water.
If you can't go through an obstacle, go around it.
Water does."
These words echo my sentiments…
Water being universally considered as a source of life and it is the element I want to invoke on the occasion of your wedding – Soumya and Raghuvir!
Water has innumerable symbolisms. To me it symbolizes cleansing, purity, freedom, dynamism, revitalization, combining of energies……………a merging together of two individuals.

To symbolise your union, Soumya and Raghuvir, in marriage, I ask you to mix water from these two vessels into one.

And now, children - please drink the water you have mixed and seek the blessings of this powerful element for a union of lifelong love and togetherness












	Air
	Ahir Bhairav, softly as she speaks, continuing till the end …
	Anand: The third element we invoke is Air. Poonam will lead this invocation …
Poonam: So now Raghuvir and Soumya we call upon the element of Air, Vayu, Prana.
The air cannot be owned. It cannot be controlled. It cannot be contained. It has no borders or boundaries. It is hot or cold, thick or thin, heavy or light, wet or dry as it pleases. It appears and disappears at will.
Do not think that air is light:
At the surface of the earth, that thin, all encompassing sphere of air weighs about 5 trillion tons, enough to drive it deep into soils and diffuse it into the water. (Nothing breathes water. Fish and all the flora of the ocean extract their air from the water) Right at the surface of the earth is a microscopically thin layer of air that the force of friction keeps almost completely still. Nowhere lese is the air ever still.
So do we breathe in air?
In the yogic tradition it is said that Air is the material thing -but actually there is something non material moving in it - - prana an energy
Prana means life breath.
Prana is a Sanskrit word constructed of the syllables pra and an. 'An' means movement and 'pra' is a prefix meaning constant. Therefore, prana means constant motion. It is the one element that moves from our inside to the outside and is the bridge that connects us like no other between the worlds.
Some believe that Prana is not merely a philosophical concept; it is in every sense a physical substance. Just as radioactive or electromagnetic waves exist even though we can't see them, in the same way, in this physical body, there are pranic waves and a pranic field. Now, each of us has a certain quantity of prana in our physical body and we utilize this in the course of our day to day activities throughout life. When our prana diminishes, sickness sets in, and when we have plenty of prana, every part of the body is in perfect health. If we have an excess of prana, it can be transmitted to others for healing or magnetism.
When you practise pranayama with concentration, as shown by scientific studies, the brainwaves undergo a significant change and the limbic system is also positively influenced.


To salute this amazing element we will first close our eyes and pay attention to it. Can we feel it, can we feel both the air and the energy of prana?
Now I request both of you and the audience to join us and follow these instructions:
1. Close your eyes
2. Pay attention to the breath on your nostrils as it passes from the outside in and inside out.
3. Now ask yourself what part of this is prana? Does watching the breath change your own sense of energy.
4. Just watch again with silence. We will keep quiet for half a minute. 
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	Fire
	Thani avarthanam starts, softly …

Louder as Arvind brings the havan into the pandal

… and then taper off into silence ….

Till the last Om of the Gayatri

	The fourth element we invoke is Agni – Fire.
Earth, Water and Air all support and nourish life. Fire seems the ‘odd one out’, but not so at all!
The Ayurvedic concept of fire, or agni, is the force of intelligence within each cell, each tissue, and every system within the body. Agni sustains life by providing energy; Agni devours and at the same time purifies everything that is offered.
Agni is always propitiated at any significant event … and we will invoke Agni by performing a havan
Request Arvind to bring the havan to the pandal …
 < havan is brought in, already lit >
< wash hands with a drop of water from the kalash >
I will lead with an initial “Shanti” shloka from the Taittriya Upanishad. Soumya and Raghuvir – please repeat each sentence after me … and I invite everyone in the audience to also participate …
< Explain part by part first>
Sham no mitra sham varunah
…
om shanti shanti shanti
We will now perform the havan with the Gayatri mantra.
The Gayatri Mantra is an ancient and powerful shloka. A simple translation would be “May the divine light of the Supreme Being illuminate our intellect, to lead us along a path of righteousness”.
We will repeat this mantra three times.
I will lead line by line and request you all to repeat .. 
Soumya and Raghuvir – please say “swaha” at the end of each recitation, and pour your offering to Agni into the havan …
< Gayatri repeated thrice in total >
Let us all chant one ‘Om’ together …
< All chant Om >








	Mangalya-dharanam
	A small fruit song
Al Stewart
Play full once, loop instrumental (00:00 to 01:30)

Stop with akshada blessing
	Everything is now ready for the actual marriage to take place.
Raghuvir you will now be asked to tie the mangalsutra. Mangala means “auspicious” and “sutra” is thread … this is the sacred thread traditionally worn by Hindu married women. The husband cements the bond by tying this auspicious thread around his wife’s neck.
Also, he will put some bangles around her wrist. Especially significant is the one bangle called loha, which will be worn by Soumya on her left wrist.
And finallly, Raghuvir will apply sindhoor to Soumya’s forehead in the Bengali tradition.

Your masi Bindu will hand you the mangalsutra … and Anu masi will hand him the bangles … all of which Soumya will wear!
Soumya's brother Soven will give Raghuvir the loha to put on Soumya's wrist
And Shailan will provide the ring with which the sindhoor can be applied …
< Puchu hands over mangalsutra to Raghuvir, who ties it >
< Anu hands over the bangles to Raghuvir, who puts them on Soumya’s wrists >
< Soven hands over the loha to Raghuvir, Soumya's left wrist >
< Shailan will give ring + sindhoor to Raghuvir, who will apply to Soumya's forehead >

With this, they are both formally married - husband and wife.


	Arathi
	Tandanu => after 4:33
	
We request Kavitha to do an arathi …
Audience, please shower your blessings on the couple with akshada
< Kavitha does fire arathi of both of them >








	Saptapadi
	Bahauddin Dagar - Jor/Jhalla in Bhairavi

Start immediately after fire arathi, and 
plays softly right through …

	Anand:
The Saptapadi or seven steps of affirmations is a very important part of the Vedic marriage ceremony. This is the first act that a newly-wedded couple perform together.
Soumya and Raghuvir – please stand up….
You will both, together as husband and wife, take these seven steps around the havan.
Before each step, one of your loved ones will lead you through an affirmation … please make the affirmation and take each step.
< The loved one(s) say the affirmation, and Soumya and Raghuvir repeat, line by line >
<After every affirmation, they take a step and move to the next one >
< With the seventh affirmation and the 7th step, they are back where they started, one circle completed >

	Ashirvad
	Passion (hot club detroit) plays softly right through
	First, children will take blessings of grandmothers ...
< Raghuvir and Soumya go to their grandmothers one by one, and are blessed by each one >
< They return to the pandal >

Each parent will give the children an object as an Ashirvadam, or gift
After all four, please shower flower petals on the young couple, as your blessings!


	Arathi
	Silence … no music
	My two aunts are requested do an arathi – South Indian style - in front of Raghuvir and Soumya


	Conclusion
	Silence … no music
	To conclude this marriage - and to launch the beginning of a new life together for you both together as a couple, I would like to recite the Purnamadah shloka
This shloka is a favourite – it distills the essence of the truth of the Oneness of all things in the Universe … from the Ishavasya Upanishad …  composed more than 3000 years ago!
I will recite it aloud once – request anyone in the audience who knows it to please join me in 
< Om Purnamadah … >




On behalf of Shailan, Indrani, Poonam … and most importantly Soumya and Raghuvir – 
I thank you all for participating in this joyous occasion of their wedding!! We hope you enjoyed it as much as we enjoyed performing it, from the bottom of our hearts.

Some announcements please:
· Lunch is ready, and will be served in the adjoining area.
· The area is not big enough to accommodate everyone together – so we need to go in batches …
· We request the elders to please proceed for lunch first – as it is hot and fresh and waiting to be tasted!
· Some of the others who’d like to have lunch right away – request you to join the elders and proceed right away.
· Raghuvir and Soumya will be walking around this area right after this … and so the remaining folks can meet them informally … (and the first batch of lunchers can meet them after lunch!)
· Thanks for your understanding and cooperation 
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